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AVING laid the plan and Eſtimate, I had the honour, of © ws,» 5 4 
„ preſenting to my Lord Provoſt, by his deſire, before the Chair- 5 | 


of dy _ 
„ 8 


man and Directors of the Chamber of Commerce, that very reſpegs | — 


| | Body ſo far approved of it, as to order it to be engravedf for E 


- inſpection of the public. I now. therefore reſpectfpy oer 1 


1 8 it, with my reaſons for fixing upon this piece of g 5 


preference to any other, after ſurveying carefully all the ads in 1 
E | | the vicinity, where there is room to make ſuch an improvement, as 1 


would at once render it commodious as a Harbodr, aud uſeful as a : 
Vn On C9: 


i4 1 * * , : + 
* 7 7 . 
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(a) 

The propoſed entry to the Baſon, is at the broadeſt part of the 
Harbour, above the Ballaſt Quay has the ſame depth of water as 
on the Bar, and is not expoſed to any ſwell from the ſea, which, in 

hard gales of northerly wind, ſets into the Harbour with greatviolence; 
neither is it ſo far up the harbour, as to make it troubleſome and te- 
dious to get to it. The ſituation of the ground ſeems pointed out 


buy Nature as the moſt proper place for extending the Harbour; and 

the greateſt part of it has been overflowed with the tide, in the re- 
membrance of many gentlemen ſtill alive. It has this ſingular ad- 

vantage, of leading directly into the City of Edinburgh's property, 
the Links, which would of courſe become of immenſe value, as the 
Baſon may be extended as occaſion requires, or the trade of the 
place increaſes, either by continuing it to the eaſtward, or branching 
it off into canals, with regular ſtreets on each fide. It may be made 
with the ſame water as on the Bar, or more, if thought neceſlary ; 
but, in the Eſtimate, I have confined myſelf to the ſame as on the 
Bar. Nor would the veſſels ever be affected, either by land- floods, 


which are always very dangerous, or by gales of wind. 


| There is no other fituation where ſuch regular Quays can be 
made ; and, if laid out on a proper plan, the feus would be very 
valuable, and would, no doubt, at leaſt indemnify the City of the 


. 


This I think a very mae! conſideration ; as it will be of liede jms 
portance to enlarge the Harbour, unleſs the Town is enlarged in pro- 
portion, to accommodate ſuch as may with to ſettle in Leith, if this 
improvement takes place; which could not be the caſe, either by 

carrying it through the Timber-buſh, or over to North Leith: And, 
ſuppoſing it could, with propriety, be carried above the Bridge, 


* 85 5 I believe it could not), there are reaſons why, in my humble 
| opinion, 


* . 


1 


46 


opinion, it ought not; a few of which I ſhall beg "Ml to mention, 
eſpecially as it can. be done in a more convenient manner, and at 
much leſs expence. 1 OE „ 
It has I remarked , that although the trade to Leith has in- 
creaſed very much within theſe laſt twenty years, yet the ſhipping. 
belonging to Leith does not bear any proportion to the number of 


- arrivals ; and about twice as many veſſels as belong to this port are 


freighted from the different ports in the Frith, Aberdeen, Dundee, 
Montroſe, and the North of England. The moſt of the veſſels be- 
longing to. Leith are either built or purchaſed at ſome other place, 
although there are few places better adapted, from its local fituation, 


for ſhip-building. I have been told, by a gentleman eminent in 


that line, that he has had, for theſe ſix years paſt, offers and pro- 


poſals for at leaſt ten times the number of ſhips he could buil fo 5 
This is a circumſtance well worthy of attention; as, in the preſent 
ſituation of the harbour, it would be impoſſible for a ſhip- builder, 


with ever ſuch a capital ſtock, to ſettle in Leith: And, although 


there are only four at preſent in that line, I am informed they are 


frequently much in want of room. I would, therefore, propoſe, 
that the city of Edinburgh ſhould purchaſe the ground on each fide 


above the Bridge f, as far up as the Mills, which is excellently adapts 


* 


** 


ls the year 1965, — arrivals, of which 368 belonged to Leith. il 


the year 1785, the arrivals were 1722, of which 560 belonged to Leith, and the in- 
creale of tonnage upon the arrivals of veſſels belonging to the port was upwards of 


12,000 tons. In the year 1778, the number of veilels belonging to Leith were alto- 


gether 963 and the increaſe to the end of 1785, was 23 N 1190 a 8 
ing Wann! | 


+ Which mat be coneid ins» ase. 3 WV . 


— 
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( 4) 2 
ed for ſhip-building or dry docks, and divide it into proper lots. and 
either feu or ſet it in tack to ſuch builders as may wiſh to ſettle there. 

This, in a ſhort time, could not fail of having a good effect, and, in 
a few years, enable the town of Leith, not only to have a ſufficient 
number of ſhips to anſwer their own trade, but to ſupply others, in 
place of being ſupplied by them, and be the means of drawing the 
greateſt part of the trade carried on at the different ports in the Frith, 
to center in the metropolis. The building of ſhips would alſo be the 
means of increaſing the manufactures of ropes, ſail-cloth, and the 
ſundry articles requiſite to fit out ſhipping ; alfo the i importation of 
hemp, flax, timber, oak plank, iron, &c. to the manifeſt increaſe of 
the city's revenue, as well as the intereſt of all concerned. This I 
think a ſufficient reaſon for not carrying the Harbour above Bridge, 
eſpecially as there is no other place in Leith that can be ſo well 
employed for the purpoſe of ſhip-building ; and it will alſo anſwer 
for ng args up to winter. ba pop | {oy 


pu the whole, it is my humble opinion, if the Harbour is ein 
to a ſufficient ſize, and the town increaſed in proportion, ſo as to 
give proper accommodation to ſuch merchants, manufacturers, and 
others, as ſhall wiſh to ſettle there, that trade and commerce will 
increaſe, and Edinburgh, in point of opulence, as well as beauty, 
rank amongſt the firit cities in Europe; and, I make no doubt, 
but, under the patronage of your Lordſhip, and the other Gentle- 
men, who have ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed themſelves, by the pu- 
blic improvements, that this opportunity will be en; of ma- 
| King the Port werthy of the Capital. 5 


tree honour: to propoſe, I imagine it will 
anſwer all the ends intended, and at the {ame time be the means of 
- enlarging the town: It will contain upwards of 28,000 yards of 
| | lurtace 


- 


| ( 3 
ſurface water, with ſufficient. room to hold 100 fail of ſhips. of 


200 tons each, and leave a convenient paſſage in the middle. Its 


form is the moſt commodious that the ground will admit of, and 
near ſixty ſail of veſſels may load and unload at one time. It alſo 
gives two very fine Quays of upwards of 1350 feet long, by 30 
feet broad; eight of which to be a pavement; But, if it ſhould be 
thought neceſſary to make it broader, the houſes may be ſet farther 
back. Its communication with the City of Edinburgh will alſo be 
very eaſy and commodious, as the new propoſed road, called Con- 
ſtitution Road, leads from the foot of Leith Walk almoſt into the 
centre of the Baſon. It would alſo have acceſs from 2 
Shore, Water Lane, 4 5 Berger, and the: Links. 


ST ERS not the vanity to think my Plan neee e Waben | 


elt objections to it, I ĩmagine, will be the pulling down ſo much proper- 


ty, and turning ſo many tenants out of their houſes. But this will not 


appear ſo formidable, when it is conſidered, that, except the houſes 
on the Shore, the Aſſembly Rooms, (which may ſtand), and one or 
two more, there is not a part of Leith, of the ſame extent, where 


the property is of leſs value. The number of tenants is 104; f 


which about 60, or more, are porters, carters, labourers, and o- 
thers, who can be eaſily accommodated elſewhere in Leith; and 


the remainder would have no occaſion to remove till ſuch time as | 


there would be enough of new houſes built to accommodate them, 
Fig. 2, Bur, if this is ſtill conſidered as an objection, the entry to the 


Baſon may be made by a Canal of 435 feet long, and 62 feet broad, 


with a Quay on each ſide, of 30 feet broad, to enter nearly where St 
Bernard's Street commences, and by taking down the two lands, from 


the corner downwards, and up, in a line, to the corner of Mr 

Wood's: new houſe ; and, on the other fide, by taking down the 

corner land where Mr Coke has his ſhop, and up, in a line, to the 
| 8 +7 LET I Eng corner 
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corner of Quality Street, where the Baſon would commence, by 
which means only 59 tenants would be diſpoſſeſſed, and a ſaving of 
L. 5oco, or upwards, made to the public. The Baſon would be 
of the ſame capacity, but would require to be carried farther to 
the eaſtward. The cutting off the communication between the two 
ſides of the town may, by ſome, be conſidered as an objeQtion 
but that may be remedied by a Draw-bridge acroſs, oppoſite to the 
new road, Indeed, the advantages ariſing from having a harbour 
in the centre, in place of the outſide, of a town, are ſo many, and 
fo obvious to all converſant in theſe en, that ſuch objections 


will appear trifling. 


There is alſo ne objection inch d may be ſtarted, Shick's =} 
that the quantity of ſand, till, &c. to be dug out, will be ſo great, that 
it will be difficult to find a place to depoſit it. This I alſo conceive 
to be no objection, as the ſand, &c. may be employed in filling up the 
hollows in the Links, which are very numerous, and the diſtance to 
which is not great; and the remainder may be laid down upon the 
beach at high-water mark, with orders for all the ballaſt, and ſand 
taken for other uſes, to be taken from this, and, in the courſe of 
four or five years, it would be almoſt Oy carried en itte 


e the while, 8 this Plan may, at firſt, appear to 10 ex- 
penſive, yet, when the great number of valuable feus is conſidered, 
by far the greateſt part of which will have more or leſs back ground 
for ware-houſes, &e. I preſume it will be found not only the moſt 
elegant, but the leaſt expenſive, that has yet been offered to the pu- 
blic. At any rate, if any improvements ſhall be made upon it by peo- 
ple of more experience than myſelf, I ſhall at leaſt be happy in ha- 
ving made the firſt attempt to bring the Port of Leith, from irregu- 
larity and confuſion, into uniformity and order. As to the eſtimate 
annexed, although I cannot ſay it is exactly Juſt, yet | have every 

reaſon 


= VEE 
_ reaſon to believe it will be found as near the truth as is ; poſkible i in 


works of this magnitude; and I hope any little errors that may | be 
found will be excuſed, when it is conſidered that I am not by pro- 4 


| feſſion an r but a ſeaman. 1 333 7 
Iam; with much 3 5 ihe Ne | 

M Loxp 'AND A we; OE TIL 93% 1 1 F 

ect Tour moſt obedient humble ſervant, „ 3 1 
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I. the fling WoW T gs e 1 5 . ; 
1" 1 Water as on : the Bar. 3 


SH i * 
To digging and n to a « pe 1 about 186000 __ 
_.yards of ſand and till, at 7d. per cubic yard L. 5425 0 © 
To building 940 yards of running quay wall, the e 
mean height will be about 20 feet, the breadth at. | oo 1 
bottom 6 feet, at top 4 feet, and will contain 436 hop 5 8 
rood ſtandard meaſure, which, to be done in the 3 
beſt manner, may coſt L. 7: 10: © per rood- +3270 0 
To building a water. tight N . between the babs 77 75 
and harbour nn Foxtons Foo o 0 
To counterforts, ümder ten Ke. N ae 6h 500 0.0 . 
To making double dock-gates, with a eee. TR 5%, 2 
ver the ſhore rw 3 2 | 1500 © 0 5 Ws . 1 5 4 
To making temporary drains, pumping away the, T 3 
waters „„ e 84 3⁰⁰ 0 0 4 
Carried over E > th 5 I 


(8 ) 


| Brought over wh be 5 1149 F ©. 
To piling, if wanted, incidents, &c. 6 re. 500 0 f 0 
Total expence of baſon . I. 1299 5 0 © 


To purchaſing the property between St Bernard's 

ſtreet and the Broad Wynd, in a line up to Conſti- * 

tution Road, the rental of which is near L. 1200 

per annum; but, as the greateſt part are very old 

ſubjects, they may not, upon an average, be worth _ 

more than eleven years purchaſe _. 13200 0 0 
To purchaſing the aſſembly rooms, Mr Ramſays | 
+ houſe and ground, ſufficient to make ee . 


moſt fs F I 0.0 


— 


A — CC 


Total amount of n the property, and ma- 
King the * baſon 8 . ape T. 371958 2 » 


1 


2 


N. B. The e of the my n i be 
more than ſufficient to pay the expence of taking 
them down, and the aſſembly rooms and two or 
three more, when taken down, will be worth 
-near a fourth part of Wor value, as the materials 
are all new. : 

The ground to be feued, as 8 on the plan, 
will be about 2065 feet in front, which, at L. 20 
a foot in front, on an average, the price ground has 
been ſold for on the preſent ſhore within theſe 1 
two years without any back areas, will be L. 41300 o 0 

From which deduct the expence of the baſon and 


rr 1 2619s ©. 0. 


22 


Balance in favour of making the Tug . 10109 9 0 
Although 
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Although 1 have made no conſiderable abatement in che expence 
of digging out the ſand, &c. yer, in the courſe of making the baſon, 
_ a ſaving will be 1 80 ballaſt taken for the ſhipping, and ſand 
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I have not included the houſes, &c. on 
the north fide of St Bernard's ſtreet from the ſhore to the corner „„ 1 
. Mr Wood's houſe, becauſe it is not abſolutely neceſſary to take them ov 
quay at that place; + „ 
be comprehended, as e W 


areas to be feued will be of much more value than the ſubjects, 


veying the ground. Oe 


; 
- 
* . aw , y 7 
4 * 
8 
7 
- n py 
7 
- 
A , of 
* 
* * 
: 
„ 
: : * * 
< ** 9 * S 
- 
. 
z 
* 
* ' 
. 
. 
= 
- 
* 
. ” « * = 
4 - 
* 
x 
* 4 * 
7 
” 
- 
5 
9 
* - 
» 
* 1 , 
1 n 
4 ES * 9 
” : * 
_ 5 
* 3 
. 
* # 
* 
* $ 
\ 
bs » 
* 
* - 
f ” # 
. P ; 
- 1 S A, = * 
. by * ” : 
Rf . * 
7 d. 
Ly 4 , 
9 = 
* 4-4 
« 
& A * 
3 4 
F * 
AN Pp * N 
> 15. £ 
6 $ 5 
x * 4 
1 ** 
Y % « Ar. 
4 . i % + 
. . % - — 
1 
» Z o # 
- 
4 . 
— hh * 
1 £0 7 
* 7 * * 5 K in 4's 
4 
* =. 
- 
* * 
8 0 
2 x 
4 $ * 
. 
* 5 
4 4 ; 
* 
* $ 
* 
: 0 2 
1 * 
F 4 1 
7 4 oo »-. 
* 
87; 
2 *%4 
- : P J 
4 7 
2 2 5 * 
i + ie £ 


3, 
” 
2 
” 

* 
= * 

o 
wt © 
wt 

7 
* 
F. 
g g 
% 
oy 
- 
my 
* 
n 
*t 
- 


* 
£; 5 
* y - 
* 
k F * 
F £ 
* 
re. - A 
. * * 
* * 
8 
« — 
8 8 
- - 
# 
= 
* » 
8 
4 3 
2 


* 
* x 
* 
. 
4 - 1 * I * = 
* 
» ” 
K N 
Y 
Pe 
* 
* 
* E — 
> » 
* 8 
F o 
- ;® _ 
- * - 
— . 
- 
« 
* 
% 
* 
” 
*. 
x — 
5 
* * 
7 
: 
2 
* c s 
1 
« 
* - 
- t Oo * — 1. + & * 
9 
% 
$ : 
- * - * 
” * 3 .# 
IX s 
* ws 
z z 3. 
- 
„ 
* 2 
1 * 
# Ti * © 
: : % * 
L 2 
” A 
= * = 
x * : 
3 £3 4 
2 
D A * 
+ . 1 
5 4 > 4 
1 
$ „ 
5 F . 
* 1 4 
* 7 
= » > 
- . 2 
- ; 1 * 
2 
* * 
. by + 
» SIA - BS 
4 4 hd * x 
* 1 8 
* * * 1 
4 8 8 + 
- x; £1 F — 
4 * - 
3 * 
Y . A 4 
2 * . +4 
8 5 > 8 I 
„ + | T5 
3 8 K 5 
9 22 
o P "By : 
2 2 
289 4 
- * 4 
* ; 7 v, 
— 
EY 
_ 
F : i > *. $ w 
n EPF 
8 * 
* 2 x 
* 
* 
4 48 
5 &% 5 £45 
oy * — * 1 
* Wt nk 
& . * 
. = 5 © 4 
SY S > . 
d 
g 1 
x * 8 
* 3 1 Ly 
- "8" 4 £ 
£ * 3 
1 _ ET 
A 4 + . ek P 8 25 * 


given a Plan for deepening the bar, which I 
imagine can be done; but have not yet had an opportunity of ſur- 
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